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A. L. A. NEWS 


HE number of foundations and in- 

stitutions which will consider schol- 
arship applications from librarians or 
students of library science on a par 
with other applications has been in- 
creased to ten. Details concerning the 
available scholarships and fellowships 
have been sent to the library periodicals 
and will appear in early issues. The 
Board of Education for Librarianship 
is in correspondence with other scholar- 
ship conferring bodies and additional 
opportunities will be reported. 


The customary midwinter library 
meetings were not held this year but 
several important boards and committees 
met in Chicago in November and De- 
cember to transact essential business. 
The Curriculum Study Advisory Com- 
mittee met on November 18 and 19; the 
Board of Education for Librarianship 
met November 22; the Executive Board 
November 29 and 30; the Editorial 
Committee December 1 and 2; the Board 


on the Library and Adult Education 
December 13. 


The Board on the Library and Adult 
Education, created by vote of the Coun- 
cil, has been appointed by the Executive 
Board. The members are M. S. Dud- 
geon (chairman by election of the mem- 
bers), Charles F. D. Belden, W. O. Car- 
son, Linda A. Eastman, and Charles E. 
Rush. 


Several new subjects for courses in 
the Reading with a Purpose series were 
selected at recent meetings of the Edi- 
torial Committee and the Board on the 
Library and Adult Education. In the 
new list emphasis is placed on subjects 
which it is believed can be treated in a 
very simple and popular manner. For 
example, there are to be two courses 
based on historical fiction, one the story 
of the westward expansion of the 
United States, and the other some aspect 
of European history; and two based on 
hiography—Twenticth century Ameri- 
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cans, and The founders of the Republic. 
In addition the list includes the follow- 
ing subjects: good English, international 
relations, the world’s religions, Ameri- 
can fiction, the stars, and the theater. 

Publication plans for the first half of 
1927 include The Europe of our day, 
Mental hygiene, Citizenship, Sculpture, 
The modern drama, The human body 
and its care and Economics. 

Twenty-one courses in the Reading 
with a Purpose series have been pub- 
lished, twelve of them during the year 
just ended. More than 213,000 copies 
have been sold. It is impossible to form 
an estimate of the number of individuals 
following courses but a recent statement 
from the Seattle Public Library indi- 
cates that there the courses are being 
used as well as sold. The librarian re- 
ports: “As an experiment the Seattle 
Library recently invested $1,000 in 
copies of the books listed in the first 
nineteen courses. The demand has been 
so heavy that an additional $1,000 has 
just been set aside for the purchase of 
more copies.” 

One evidence of interest in the Read- 
ing with a Purpose series is found in 
the frequent letters received at Head- 
quarters from numerous sources sug- 
vesting subjects for the series. At the 
present rate of publication it would take 
thirteen years to meet the requests 
already received. 


One of the books recommended in 
Pleasure from pictures, Reading with a 
Purpose, number 21, is Caffin’s Story 
of American painting. The publishers 
have extra sets of the 143 illustrations 
in this book which are sold to schools 
and libraries at $1.00 per set. Libraries 
interested should write to Stokes, Li- 
brary Department. 


\ medium-sized public library in the 
Northwest has just ordered an assort- 
ment of 2,000 of the Reading with a 
Purpose courses. An analysis of sales 
shows a steady monthly increase. There 
are now between 1,100 and 1,200 sub- 
scribers for the series. Orders for addi- 
tional quantities keep coming from 
libraries, bookstores, individuals, Y. M. 
C. A.s, Parent-Teacher Associations, 
women’s clubs, etc. An ever-widening 
A. L. A. influence outside the profes- 
sion is traceable directly to this series. 


The A. L. A. was represented by the 
Secretary at a meeting in Indianapolis, 
December 10, called by the American 
Legion and attended by the representa- 
tives of the welfare organizations which 
served the Army and Navy during the 
war. The Legion hopes that the seven 
welfare organizations will, in so far as 
it is appropriate, render to ex-service 
men in France the same type of service 
given to soldiers and sailors during the 
war. <A few representatives of the 
Library War Service “‘Veterans” will 
be eligible to make the trip to Paris on 
the special steamers at reduced rates 
along with the estimated thirty thousand 
American Legion Auxiliary members. 


On November 16 the Louisville Pub- 
lic Library held a staff meeting to dis- 
cuss the new A. L. A. catalog. The 
development of the three A. L. A. cata- 
logs was recounted by the head of the 
Reference Department, while other staff 
members discussed the new volume as 
an aid in the various departments of the 
Library. 

A. L. A. Headquarters furnished in- 
formation in response to a special deliv- 
ery call giving Miss Cooper’s original 
plans for the Catalog and many facts as 

















4 


to the basis of selection of books, pro- 
cedure in accumulating the mass of titles 
from which selection was made, number 
and personnel of the staff, experts whose 
aid was sought, and typographical and 
physical features of the book. 


In October and November sales of 
the A. L. A. catalog, 1926, mounted to 
2,199. 


In connection with the American 
Farm Bureau Federation’s convention 
‘in Chicago during December, A. L. A. 
Headquarters was asked to prepare a 
list of about eighty books to be put on 
view at the Farm Home exhibit. The 
books were lent by a local store and at- 
tracted much interest from the many 
visitors. They were selected to fit the 
needs of a family of four—father, 
mother, adolescent, and small child. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR 
LIBRARIANSHIP 

Harriet E. Howe early in November 
visited courses in library science at 
George Washington University and at 
Gallaudet College in Washington, D. C. 
Gallaudet College is the only one known 
to the Board of Education for Libra- 
rianship which gives instruction in 
library methods to the deaf. Edith M. 
Nelson, librarian, is doing pioneer work 
in her field with most interesting results. 
If any such courses are offered else- 
where the Board would be glad to learn 
of them. 


Lucile F. Fargo spent ten days during 
December visiting Wisconsin colleges 
which offer courses in library science. 
One of the purposes of this trip was to 
confer with students and others inter- 
ested in librarianship as a profession. 
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Part of the correspondence of the 
Board of Education for Librarianship 
is concerned with inquiries regarding 
preparation for library work. From 
March 1 to December 1 three hundred 
letters were sent out answering the 
questions of prospective librarians. 
Eighty of these requests came during 
November, many coming as a direct re- 
sult of the distribution of the Library 
Work poster to all universities, colleges, 
normal schools, and teachers colleges 
listed in the 1926 Educational Directory. 


The Curriculum Study reports a most 
satisfactory meeting with the Advisory 
Committee on November 19 and 20. The 
textbook on Circulation Work was thor- 
oughly reviewed and plans were laid for 
revising it during the summer of 
1927. Progress on the Cataloging text- 
book was reported and approved. Plans 
for the studies in Book Selection and 
Reference Work for 1926-27 were 
adopted, and plans for future text- 
books were considered. 


J. I. Wyer, New York State Library, 
will write the forthcoming textbook on 
Reference Work. Mr. Wyer recently 
spent two days in Chicago planning with 
Dr. Charters and the staff for the col- 
lection of material for this textbook. 


During December the staff of the 
Curriculum Study has been engaged in 
completing the analyses of Book Selec- 
tion and Reference Work preparatory 
to collecting material for the textbooks 
on these subjects. Following the meth- 
ods used in the studies of Circulation 
Work and Cataloging, libraries of dif- 
ferent types and sizes in various geo- 
graphical sections will be interviewed 
for their methods and problems. It is 
planned to visit the libraries selected 
during January and February. 
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T is a difficult matter to keep the 
eighty-nine hundred members of the 

A. L. A. fully informed of the varied 
activities of their Association. This 
year should begin with every member 
participating as actively as possible in 
those undertakings which come closest 
to his professional interests and with all 
members sharing a knowledge of the 
purposes of the A. L. A. and of the 
progress of its work. 

With these things in view the Sum- 
mary of the Secretary’s Report is being 
mailed to every member. It is hoped 
that it will receive careful consideration 
resulting in suggestions and inquiries. 

At the close of the Fiftieth Anniver- 
sary year two temporary pieces of work 
were concluded: with the presentation 
of its annual report the Commission on 
the Library and Adult Education was 
succeeded by a permanent Board; the 
Committee on Library Extension com- 
pleted its survey and now begins to carry 
out the specific recommendations 
adopted by the Council. The Board of 
Education for Librarianship finds its 
work growing as it is called upon more 
and more to act in an advisory capacity 
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and as more schools are established or 
contemplated ; the Publications program 
is a large one for the coming year and 
includes items much needed in several 
fields; relations with librarians and li- 
brary associations in other countries 
have become an important aspect of the 
Association’s work; the use of all facil- 
ities at Headquarters is ever increasing ; 
requests for cooperation with other 
organizations are more frequent; and 
membership is growing. The success of 
the work in 1927 and in future years, 
depends largely on the moral and finan- 
cial support of members, and especially 
on their friendly critical attitude toward 
all the A. L. A. activities. 


HE impetus given the American 

Library Association in 1926, its 
Fiftieth Anniversary Year, carried it 
far, but also brought new _ responsi- 
bilities. 

What of the fifty-first year? 

The Association’s work is growing. 
Expansion means an increase in all 
activities, and these activities depend for 
support largely upon memberships. 

You are a member of the A. L. A. 
Can you not secure one more member 
in 1927? 

There are thousands of librarians and 
library workers who do not belong; 
thousands of libraries that are not insti- 
tutional members ; tens of thousands of 
trustees who are not members. 
these are in your community. 

How can you help? 

By assisting the Membership Com- 
mittee when you are called upon and 
by trying to secure 100 per cent mem- 
bership in your own library. 

If every member secures one new 
member, the Association will have the 
support it needs. 


Some of 











The Paris Library School has thirty 
students enrolled. Twelve are French, 
seven Norwegian, two American, two 
Russian, two German, one Czech, one 
Dane, and one Palestinian. Many of 
them have had library experience. 

Among the recent visitors to the Paris 
Library School who have given lectures, 
are the following: Dr. Hugo Kriiss, 
director general, Prussian State Library, 
Berlin, Germany; M. André Bovet, 
director, Public Library, Neuchatel, 
Switzerland; Mlle. Karpeles, librarian, 
Bibliotheque Royal, Cambodge, Indo- 
China; Mme. L. Haffkin-Hamburger, 
director, Institute for Library Science, 
Moscow, Russia; Mlle. Elisabeth De- 
Clereq, librarian, Utrecht Li- 
brary, Holland. 


Public 


The Proceedings and Handbook for 
1926 should be ready for distribution 
early in February. 


A recent A. L. A. publication is a four 
page leaflet, envelope insert size, called 
“Fifty Books for Farmers.” This will 
be found useful in all libraries having 
a rural patronage and for distribution 
at state and county fairs, Farm Bureau, 
Grange, and other rural meetings. 


Cannons’ Bibliography of library 
economy, 1876-1920, is in press and will 
be ready for distribution on January 1, 
1927. The book numbers 680 pages, 
size 7X934 inches. Price $18.00. 


The A. L. A. has again been requested 
to compile a list of forty important 
American books for the League of Na- 
tions’ world list. The list now being 
prepared is for the year 1925 and will 
soon be ready for release. About fifty 
copies of a tentative list were distributed 
to leading librarians and a few others, 
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and their judgments are being consid- 
ered in the final selection. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION 

Contacts with rural leaders from 
many states were made by the Execu- 
tive Assistant at the annual meeting of 
the American Farm Bureau Federation 
in Chicago, December 6-8, and at the 
more informal Home and Community 
Department meetings for Farm Bureau 
women, the preceding days. Extension 
literature was distributed and_ specific 
state situations discussed. 


Recent publicity included distribution 
to farm journals, newspapers, maga- 
zines, and national agencies of reprints 
from Rural America for November of 
a review and summary of the extension 
report by Kenyon L. Butterfield, presi- 
dent of the Michigan Agricultural Col- 
lege and of the American Country Life 
Association ; to a smaller list, copies of 
the University of Virginia News Letter 
devoted entirely to the extension report 
and its application to Virginia. A brief 
summary of the report, for popular use, 
is in press. 

An illustrated booklet, Rural Public 
Library Service, prepared and 
printed for the League of Library Com- 
missions. Each member body has been 
sent a share of the edition for use in 
its own state. The Committee on Li- 
brary Extension is caring for distribu- 
tion to national agencies and in states 


was 


without state library extension agencies. 
A compilation of recent material on 
“Why we need a public library” is now 
in press. 

Through correspondence with officers 
of state library associations, plans for 
field work after Christmas are taking 
shape. 
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Encouraging library extension news 
continues to come in to the Committee. 
Greene County, Ohio, voted by a large 
majority, to establish a county library 
under the new county district library 
law which ensures adequate support. 
County campaigns are under way in 
New Jersey, Minnesota, Louisiana, 
Maryland and Pennsylvania. South 
Carolina, Arizona, Arkansas, Georgia, 
and North Dakota are working for 
county library laws, and in the case of 
Missouri and Arkansas for more ade- 
(uate appropriations for state extension. 
Printed and mimeographed material and 
exhibits have been sent to many of these 
states. 


WANTS—OFFERS 
Any institutional member of the As- 
sociation may insert, without cost, a 
ten-line notice of books or periodicals 
wanted or offered for sale or exchange. 


Offers 


The Public Library of Allegan, Michigan, 
Lenora E, Porter, librarian, offers for sale the 
following magazines at seventy-five cents a 
volume and carriage: American Magazine, v. 
92; The Chautauquan, v. 1-4, 7-11, 14, 15, 17- 
19, 64-70; Century, v. 12-17; Dial, vy. 54-70; 
Everybody's, v. 6-43; Frank Leslie’s Popular 
Monthly, v. 1, 4, 53; Leslie’s Magazine, v. 1, 
5, 6; Good Housekeeping, v. 48-51; 55-61; 
Literary Digest, v. 72; Living Age, v. 76; 
Munsey’s, v. 12-35; Popular Science Monthly, 
v. 3; Review of Reviews, v. 57; Scribner's 
Monthly, v. 12-15; World To-day, v. 18-21. 

Engineering Societies Library, 29 \. 
39th St., New York City, Harrison W. Craver, 
director, offers free, excepting cost of trans- 
portation: U. S. Patent Office, Specifications 
and drawings of patents, 1871-1896, 472 v.; 
Federal Reporter, v. 1-192, 1880-1912; U. S. 
Bureau of Standards, Circulars, Scientific 
papers and Technological papers. Send your 
want list. 

Wants 


A. L. A. Headquarters, 86 E. Randolph 
St., Chicago, wants A.L.A. Handbook, 1894- 
1906. 

Birmingham Public Library, Birming- 
ham, Lila May Chapman, director, still has a 
number of wants in the bound periodical files. 
Libraries who have complete volumes for 
gifts or purchase, please communicate with 
librarian. 


CLASSIFICATION OF LIBRARY 
PERSONNEL 

The Bureau of Public Personnel Ad- 
ministration is taking up again the 
development of tests to measure some 
of the qualifications for a number of the 
classes of positions in libraries and 
wants to secure the cooperation of libra- 
rians in trying out the tests as a part of 
the process of standardizing them. Mr. 
Telford of the Bureau will welcome 
suggestions for material to be used in 
the tests, criticisms of the tests, or offers 
to give the test to groups of three to 
fifty. 

Those who wish to cooperate may 
address Fred Telford, Bureau of Pub- 
lic Personnel Administration, Mills 
Building, Washington, D. C. 


The personnel study, directed by 
Fred Telford, which was distributed in 
tentative mimeographed form at last 
year’s midwinter meetings is in press, 
and it is expected that the book will be 
ready for distribution shortly after this 
Bulletin is in the hands of A. L. A. 
members. It is entitled, Classification 
and compensation plans for library 
positions, and constitutes the final re- 
port of the Bureau of Public Personnel 
Administration to the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on the Classification of Library 
Personnel. It includes summaries of 
findings, recommendations, and benefits ; 
a list of class titles and compensation 
schedules; tables showing the applica- 
tion of the classification plan to various 
kinds of libraries; rules recommended 
for adopting, applying, and adminis- 
trating the classification and compensa- 
tion plans; proposed standards for the 
various grades of libraries; statistical 
tables showing the existing title, age, 
compensation, education, and experience 
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of the persons holding positions allo- 
cated to various classes of library posi- 
tions; and complete specifications for 
some 200 classes of library positions. 
The preliminary report of the Com- 
mittee on Schemes of Library Service 
is also included. 

It is believed and hoped that the 
book will prove of permanent value not 
only to library administrators but to 
others engaged in library work who are 
desirous of seeing themselves and their 


FACTS FOR 


H{AT is the most effective and 

economical unit for library serv- 
ice and support? What has the Wis- 
consin Supreme Court said about libra- 
ries as educational agencies? What help 
can a library receive from the state? 
What about library service for the sub- 
urbs, or the whole country, or branch 
libraries for Negroes? What place have 
publicity, surveys, demonstrations, in 
the library field? What are the essential 
facts about library development in the 
state, in America? 

These and many other questions of 
vital concern are discussed in non-tech- 
nical readable form, in Library E.rten- 
sion, recently published by the A. L. A. 


($1.75). 


“ HE appeal of the Mayor and 
Public’ Library trustees for gifts 
or bequests to establish branch libraries, 
and for funds with which to buy books 
for the central library collection, is 
worth careful consideration by every 
citizen in a position to respond to the 
suggestion. 
“Parks contribute to the health and 
enjoyment of citizens generally; public 
libraries contribute to the education and 
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positions as their colleagues, their su- 
periors, and outsiders see them. 

Approximately 200 pages. 
$2.15. 


Cloth, 


A development in adult education of 
which the Board on the Library and 
Adult Education has recently been ap- 
prised and in which librarians generally 
will be interested is the formation of the 
National Home Study Council which is 
an organization of twelve or more pri- 
vate correspondence schools. 


TRUSTEES 


culture, and also to the enjoyment, of 
citizens generally. Both, therefore, are 
the legitimate objects of public expen- 
diture. 


“But Rochester’s park system would 
not have attained its present widely rec- 
ognized excellence if the public funds 
alone had been applied to its develop- 
ment, and it is doubtful if an adequate 
public library system can be developed 
without the aid of private interests and 
investment; at least not until the city’s 
financial resources are more adequate 
than they are at present.” 


This editorial comment in the Roches- 
ter (New York) Herald was inspired 
by a circular letter suggesting the need 
and desirability of branch library build- 
ings as memorials, which had been 
mailed to about 2,500 citizens. The let- 
ter, which was signed by the mayor and 
president of the Board of Trustees, also 
stressed the appeal for contributions to 
he devoted entirely to the purchase of 
books. With this letter was sent a pic- 
torial folder of views of Rochester li- 
brary buildings and two pictures of 
branch libraries in other cities. 





























